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Forsyth Herald NEWS

Forsyth County author publishes 'Big Cats'
by Logan Thomas
write the author
May 15, 2009

FORSYTH COUNTY – Donna Bowman always wanted to be a writer.

It was the first career she can remember aspiring toward. However, she didn't really
start writing until she became pregnant with her first child in 1983.

"I started wanting write something for her and children," she said. "The idea just grew
and grew."

For 26 years, the writing bug matured and improved by writing everything from
company publications to her own newspaper column to a small book to help children
learn how to wear a hearing aide.

Now, Bowman can go to major bookstores to see her children's book, "Big Cats," on
the shelves.

"It's absolutely incredible," she said. "Even now, with the book right here in my hands,
it's like being in a dream."

"Big Cats" is a colorful, interactive nonfiction book published by Intervisual Books.
Editor Peggy J. Shaw said Bowman was the "ideal writer" for the book.

"She's talented, cares about accuracy, did not mind the seemingly endless revisions
that book editors can require, and she has a true passion for big cats," she said. "I
know that in her personal life, she takes trips often to places like Yellowstone to gather
more information for her nature books and stories. Donna doesn't just write about
nature. She gets out there in it."

When first approached to write the next book in the five-book series including books on
dinosaurs and sharks, Bowman was told the first draft had to be finished in 30 days.
She immediately hit the books.

"I did a ton of research," she said. "I just lived in research books for that time. I
contacted different people to sort out the facts. They wanted the book to include
unusual facts and that's what I live for. For me to find nuggets of gold and have the
editors excited really encouraged me. I wrote around the clock."

Writing at all hours is nothing out of ordinary for Bowman.

"I'm a bit of a writeaholic," she said. "To write for 24 hours straight is not unusual for
me."



After the 30 day writing blitz, Bowman said the manuscript was tweaked for about
seven months.

"I loved it," she said. "They asked for my input throughout the process. They wanted
to know my ideas."

But the editing process soon ended and Bowman waited for the day the books arrived.
She remembers the day vividly.

"I saw the UPS truck pull up and I ran down the stairs," she said. "Two guys started
bringing the boxes in. They asked me if I taught here? I told them this was the first
time I was going to see my first book. I was just squealing."

The men watched Bowman opened the boxes before leaving her to flip through the
finished book for the first time.

"I went through each page slowly," she said. "I didn't know what was going to be cut.
It was great to see what made it in. My hands were trembling. Tears were rolling down
my cheek."

Even though it was a thrill to see the finished book, Bowman said seeing children
reading the book tops the initial feeling.

"The icing on the cake is to see the kids' reaction to the book," she said. "I have heard
exclamations followed by focused silence where they are reading the book. I hope they
come away with a little more interest in learning about big cats."

Shaw said she was pleased with the book.

"I felt grateful to have had Donna as one of our writers for the first two interactive
books in the Intervisual Books animal series," she said. "We could not have found a
better writer or spokesman for this entertaining, informative book."

However, Bowman didn't rest. She has already finished her next two books, on
dinosaurs and space for Picture Window Books.

The publishing company prepped for the book by asking children what they wanted to
know about the two topics before writing began. Bowman said the children presented
questions she "never would have thought of."

"Were dinosaurs color blind? Why do planets spin? There were so many wonderful
questions," she said. "The next time I see the manuscript for those two books they will
be in print format sometime later this year."
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